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History
Of

The Pittsburgh Society
For Coatings Technology

This history of the Pittsburgh Society has been written so as to show how
the “Club”—"Society” progressed through the years. Excerpts from meeting
minutes throughout the years are included. This has been possible for the
years 1927 through 1951 because of the dilegence and efforts of Hiram P.
Ball who collected and preserved the meeting minutes along with other
correspondence and photos for these years. From 1951 to 1985 no meet-
ing minutes were available. Comments from this period are from mine and
my colleagues memories.

Preparing this history brought back many memories. Familiar names
began to appear in the minutes of the late 30’s. These were people I had
worked or associated with in the past. | hope many of the readers will
likewise experience pleasant memories from the past.

The Pittsburgh Society was founded on December 9, 1927. The first
name chosen was The Pittsburgh Paint and Varnish Production Club. Then,
I believe, in the 1960’s the name was changed to The Pittsburgh Society for
Paint Technology. We chose our present name, The Pittsburgh Society for
Coatings Technology in the 1970’s.

Our membership has varied throughout the years, It started with 13 mem-
bers. By 1937, there were about 50. In 1953, we had 86 members. By the
middle 70’s our membership reached around the 200 mark. By 1984 we
still had 176 members. Now, in 1989, we are at 112 members,

Meeting attendance had been 30 to 40 per night in the early 40's
climbing to 80 to 100 in the late 40’s, 50’s, 60’s and 70’s and back to 30 to
40 in the 80’s.

Our meeting locations moved around quite alot in the early years. The
first meeting in 1927 was held at the Roosevelt Hotel. Other locations of the
meetings in the late 20’s, 30’s, and the 40’s were:

Fort Pitt Hotel Mayfair Hotel
Webster Hall Hotel Keystone Athletic Club
Faculty Club Duquesne Club
Plantation Club William Penn Hotel

During the 50’s and 60’s, the meetings were held at Gateway Center and
Stouffer’s Restaurant. In the 70’s, the meetings were at Carnegie Mellon
Faculty club and in the 80’s they were at Montemurro’s Restaurant.

I feel a good way to describe our Society through the years is to include
excerpts from meeting minutes and activities. Most of the following para-
graphs are taken directly from these.

December 9, 1927. The first meeting of the Pittsburgh Society was held
on December 9, 1927 in the Roosevelt Hotel when the Pittsburgh Paint and
Vamish Production Club was formed. There were thirteen people present.
J.E. Stuub was elected president. H.E. Wilson was elected Vice President
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and R.H. Wilson was elected Secretary-Treasurer. A copy of the meeting
notes from the first meeting is shown in the exhibits.

September 18, 1930. Annual dues to the National Federation was
$75.00 based on $3.00 per member. Balance in the treasury was $59.50.

October 13, 1932. The speaker was H.M. Johnson of the Beck-Koller
Co. who talked on formulating with Beckacite and Bekosol.

November 1932. R.J. Knaedinger presented the Pittsburgh Club paper
“Corrosion” at the Federation Convention.

May 18, 1933. Mr. Pinkerton of Watson-Standard Co. spoke on “Proper
Coordination of the Salesman and Technical Department.”

April 18, 1934. This was a joint meeting of the Pittsburgh Paint and
Varnish Production Club with the Pittsburgh Paint Vamish and Lacquer
Club. Speaker was Prof. Hyee of Camegie Institute of Technology who
spoke on “Adventure in Colors.”

In the exhibits is a copy of the September 10, 1936 meeting. This shows
the names of the people at the meeting. | am sure a number of readers will
recognize some of these names.

May 8, 1941. Anthony Skett of American Gum Importers spoke on
“Natural Resins.”

January 14, 1943. This meeting was a joint meeting with the Pittsburgh
Paint Vamish and Lacquer Association. The speaker of the evening was Mr.
Earnest Trigg of the National Paint Varnish and Lacquer Association who
“analyzed the drying oil situation as confronted the paint industry.”

April 3, 1944, The U.S. Technical Committee, headed by Mr. Hiram P.
Ball, reported that steps have ‘been taken to secure the necessary coatings
and information to start work on a unification program for testing of various
Nawy specification material.

November 1946, “Tenative plans for a Christmas party were presented.
It was decided the party would be held at Pat McBrides Dec. 19. The price
for dinner will be $2.50 per person for a complete steak dinner.”

January 1947. This was a joint meeting with the Pittsburgh Paint,
Varnish and Lacquer Association. The speaker was Dr. Alexander Silverman
of the University of Pittsburgh who traced the development of atomic
energy.

September 1947. The Pittsburgh Club formed a “standards and methods
of test committee.” Members are Joseph Perrone, chairman, Waston Stan-
dard Co.; R.I. Wray, Aluminum Company of America; Robert Snelling,
Watson Standard Co.; R.Z Herr, Sterling Varnish Co.; and C.B. Sheridan,
Bradley Paint Engineers.

November 1947. The Pittsburgh Club presented a paper at the Federa-
tion convention titled “A Study of Soya-Tung Oil Combinations.”

September 1948. “The secretary reported that $51.00 had been sent to
Robert W. Matlack for the Federation packages to be sent to the technical
men of our industry in France and England. Over $2,500.00 worth of Care
Packages have been sent by the Federation.”

November 1949. Mr. F.B. Steig, Assistant Manager of Technical Service
Laboratories, Titainium Pigment Corporation spoke on Emulsion Paints.
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October 1951. Speaker was R.L. Huber of the Hercules Powder Com-
pany whose subject was “Today’s Opportunities for Nitrocellulose Lac-
quers.”

In 1953 we celebrated our 25th anniversary. The exhibit section shows
the dinner program along with member names.

In 1978, the Pittsburgh Society celebrated it's 50th year. Also in the
Spring of 1978, the Pittsburgh Society held a waterborne coatings sympo-
sium at Carnegie Mellon.

In the Spring of 1980, the Pittsburgh Society held a symposium at
Carnegie Mellon on environmental problems.

October 1982, Bill DiGennaro gave a talk “Tax Savings for Investors.”

In 1983, the Pittsburgh Society obtained matching financial support from
the Paint Research Institute for up to $1,000.00 to be used to support
coatings related research at local universities.

In the Spring of 1985, the Pittsburgh Society assisted in holding a sympo-
sium on Instrumentation for Measuring Color and Appearance. The sympo-
sium was held at Station Square under the direction of the Manufactures
Council of Color and Appearance, the ISCC and the Federation.

May 1986. The Pittsburgh Society hosted the Federation Spring Week at
Station Square.

November 1987. The Speaker was Fred Slack whose talk was titled “In
House Solvent Recovery.”

September 1988. The speaker was R.L. Readshaw, Union Carbide Cor-
poration, and his talk was titled “New Performance Solvents fro High Solids
and Waterborne Coatings.”

February 1989. The speaker for this meeting was Chuck D’Amico, Ultra
Adhesives. He talked on “Defoamer Selection and Testing.”

The social activities throughout the years has varied. In the early years the
Society held an annual picnic. This was discontinued in the 1950’s and the
annual golf outing started about that time. The annual Christmas party was
an early event. It wad discontinued in 1978 because of poor response.
However it was revived again in 1986 and has so far been quite popular. The
spouses night which started sometime in the past (probably in the 1960’s for
which period [ was able to find any records) wad discontinued in 1982
because of low interest. It also was started again in 1987 and it also has been
very popular.

The educational activities of the Pittsburgh Society has taken form in such
areas as participation in high school career nights, presenting talks to local
colleges and funding research at local universities.

December, 1989
Ray Uhlig



Pittsburgh Society for Paint Technology Minutes of First Meeting

Past-Presidents December 9, 1927
A The following t tain the minutes of the Pittsburgh Paint & Varnish Club. The:
1928—1990 e ve boo atoam by P . Wiaoge 2" Feint & Vamish Club- These
1928 ....coiiiiiiieiiene dJ.E. Staud 1960...... S. (Sherry) A. Golding MEETING - DECEMEER 9, 1927
1929 .....ccoviieeeeeeniiin, J.D. Hird 1961 ....... C. (Charley) G. Frost J
1930 .o, J.E. Staud 15— A. (Al) J. Weiss First Meeting held at Roosevelt Hotel,

1963 .......... G. (Gerry) B. Ward December 9th, which was called to order by
193111JEE£§3Ud 1964 _____________ DM Sutherland 4 Mr. A.E. I)a.um, President of the Pittsburgh
1932....... C. {CarTO ) . wison Paint Club.

1933 ... J.E. Crowley 1965 ........ D. (Dean) M. Berger
1934 ......cccvvvvenn J.E. Crowley 1966......... E. (Gene) P. Sicilino Motion was called for Temporary Chairmen
1935 oo, R.Z. Herr 1967....C. (Ches) O. McCaffrey to be selected. Mr. J.E. Staub was elected
1086 o i 1968 ... M. (Morrie) M. Berger temporary Chairman.
""""""""""" 'S elds 1969..............K. (Ken) E. Luyk _ ) _
1937 .o J.E. Shie 1970 C Chairman then called for nominations for
............... . (Carl) P. Izzo ) “
1938 ... W.T. Mull officers to be elected for one year.
1939 C.R. Nelson 1971........... S. (Sam) D. Hollis
1940."“““"""""&;B‘RanMn 1972 .............d. (Jim) D. Hood Elected as follows:
e B b 1973 ..............E. (Ed) L. Brazet
1941 N.P. Krebs 1974 ........ R.(Richard) L. White President J.E. Staub
1942 ... M.B. Flynlt‘,[Jr. 1975 ........E. (Ed) L. Vandevort Vice—iresigent . H.E. Fay
1333 gt}]: BE;S{ 1976 ...........A. (Andy) J. Mack Secretary-Treasurer R.H. Wilson
1945JKHathawa 1977..W. (Bil) C. Spangenberg Our President,Mr. Steub, taking the meeting
p Ba?{ 1978 ....L. (Len) W. Magnusson at this time.
1980 4. (ridraem) K 1979 ............J. {John) S. Dahl
1947 ..........ccoeoen.e... HJ. Kash 1980 R. (Bob) T. Marcus Roll Call. The following were in attendance.
" Shiel veeeeenn R . .
ig:g ........ D. (Da\;_ild)CF hfetlzeg t;li 1981 ..o R. (Ray) C. Uhlig I.E.Steub .M. Hallar
1950 ........ é”"(.?-;-id. .F{ H 1982 ............... R (Rich) Trude-l T:HWJJ\;‘J ﬁ Gross
vwevnns G, (Guldo) R. Fleny 1983................W. (Bill) Cibulis L.L.Pifer H.E. Fay
1951 ..................J.M. Perrone 1984 JM. (Mike) Gilien John A. Stewart Ira R. Mesgser
1952 ...........L. (Lou) C. Kahler 1985 C (Cliff) K. Schoff John A. Hafig W.R. Horack
s D ) ) ! R.H. Wils
iggi ------ E. (Ed) ’é I,f;;“'“ﬂ’ 1986 ...........dJ. (Joe) L. Mascia T ¥r. Daum gy on
1955 GD W Is;::]en 1987 ..........A. (Tony) J. Isacco Ur. Natus (Visitors)
seassssassassssse Ah S AVEMITICE 1988 ............... R. (Rich) Marci J
1956............E. (Ed) K. Chaffey (President Elect) The President, called for suggestive names
1957......................C.H. Groff 1989 R. (Rich) Marci fo; our Club, on metion by Mr. Stewart
sassssrEnsEnR - an s d d b H R H
1958............D. (Dave) M. Keck 1990 ... J. (Jim) E. Lore our Cluk aball be calios "pig iod that
1959 .......... R. (Bob) W. Auxier be called "Pittsuzgh Paint

and Varnish Production Club.




A Committee appointed by the President to
draw up by-laws and constitutions for our
Club. Mr. Stewart being méde Chairman

of this Committee.

For election day, it was decided to be held
at the December Meeting.

Congiderable discussion was made as to when
the Club should meet, and on a motion made

by ¥r. Gross and seconded by Mr. Fay it was
decided that the Club should meet the

second Tuesday of each Month.

President, then read letter from Mr. Heckle,
Secretary of Production Clubs.

Then moved by the President and seconded by
M¥r.Stewart that & Speaker be secured for
next meeting. Mr. Gross was appointed a
Chairman.

Motion by Mr. Staub and seconded by Mr.
Stewart that & rising vote of thanks be
given Mr. Daum for his interest in
organizing the Production Club in the
Pittsburgh District.

It wes then motioned that Meeting adjourn

until the next meeting. The President and
Secretary to decide where to hold this

Meeting.

Minutes of
September 10, 1936 Meeting

September 10, 1936

The regular meeting of the Pittsburgh Paint and Varnish
Production Club was held Thursday, September 10th, at the
Roosevelt Hotel. There were twenty-four members and guests
present. Dinner was served at seven r.M.

after dinner the meeting was called to order by our
new President, Mr. Shields, who called on Mr. Wilson, who
introduced our guest speaker of the evening, Mr. R. C. Elm
of the hew Jersey Zinc Co. His topic was THE ZFFECT OF
BASE USED LN THE CRYPTONE PIGMENT UPON raINT DUR4BILITY.
The subject was ably handled and was illustrated with
numerous pictures.

The meeting ad journed at 10:00 r.M.

(signed) W. T. Mull
Secretary

Those present at the meeting of September 10, 1936, were:

HAME COMPANY
L., BE. Martin Watson Standard
Ira R. liesser " "
J. Rivkin Neville Co.
R. F. adams Paint, 0il & Chem. Rev., Chiecago
Ce. V. Halleran, Jr. Penn. Supreme 0il Co.
U, D. Rubek anderson Prichard 01l Corp.
Harry M. anderson, Jr. Watson Standard Co.
W. W, Xittelberger liew Jersey 4inc Co.
D. F. Buck J. B, Sipe & Co.
G. F, Cummings " " "
J. E. Shields MeCann Shields
J. C. Jenkins thomnson & Co.
Oscar I, Shaffer National Lead & 0il Co. of Pa.
C. . Wilson J, B, Sipe & Co.
Avoy C. Zlm New Jersey 4ine Co, Palmerton, Fa.
William #ettach Wettach Chemical raint Co.
J. Lenigan Watson Standard
C. . Helson " "
R. 4. Herr Thompson & Co.
Harold D. Craft RBH Lacquer Co.
William Bush California Flaxseed Froducts
J. a4, Kenney The Barrett Co.
L, J, Hehan SE. Joaaph Lead Gg.

"

J. 4, Relsing



W. T. MULL, PRESIDENT
UNION PAINT COMPANY
N. 5., FITTSBURGH, PA.

Letter of G.B. Heckel
November 18, 1937

P. B. RANKIN, VICEPRESIDENT CLARE R. NELSON, SECRETARY-TREASURER

JAMES B. SIPE COMPANY THE WATSON-STANDARD COMPANY
PITTSBURGH, PA. M. 5., PITTSBURCH, PA.

PITTSBURGH PAINT AND VARNISH

ACTIVE MEMBERS

H. M. Anderson, Jr.
George L. Ball
C. H. Bell

D. F. Buck
Charles Cook |
]. L. Crowley

G. F. Cummings
A. E. Daum

E. H. Fay

M. B. Flyne, Jr.
J. K. Hathaway
R. Z. Herr

H. E. Kennedy
N. P. Krebs

E.C. Lang

J. W. Lenigan
Ben Long

L. E. Martin

I. R. Messer

J. D. Milburne
W. Mirchell

E. ]. Moss

W. T. Mull
Charles Naglreiter
Clare Nelson

P. B. Rankin

C. E. Sauerecisen
O. N. Schaffer

J. E. Shields

R. J. Snelling

G. Somerville

J. V. Thompson
Emil Weil
William Wettach
C. E. Wilson

]. K. White

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

PRODUCTION CLUB

POST OFFICE BOX 1825
NORTH SIDE, PITTSBURGH, PA.
Nov. 18, 1937

¥r. G. B. Heckel

Suite 901 Cunard Bldg.,
220 8. 1l6th Street
Philadelphia, Pa.

Dear Mr. Heckel:

I have your letter of November 3rd, per-
taining to dues for new members. I dis-
cussed this letter with the other »officers
of the club, and they feel that no dues
should be osald until after the first of
the year, when the regular dues are paid.

I have a letter from C. W. Clark, Treas.,
dealing with this same situation, and we
interpret it to memm that new members taken
in are not assessed until January of the
following year. I will send you a copy

of this letter. If a new ruling has been
made regarding new members, we do not have
any information as to this new rule, and
do not feel that this bill should be paid
at this time.

H. E. Brocketr Anything further you may give me on this
F. W. Carkery subject, I will be glad to take up with
J. D. Edwards club.
Carl Engerud
3;.?4."31'.1.32 Trusting that this meets with your ap-
L. J. Reisenstein proval, I am
Joseph Rivkin Yours very truly,
Dr. C. 'W. Sweirzer PGH. PAINT & VAR. PRODUCTION CLUB
H. J. West
R. 1. Wray
C. K. Nelson, Secretary
CRH:JG
MEMBERS — NATIONAL FEDERATION OF PRODUCTION CLUBS
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Attendance List for

March 1, 1948 Meeting

Attendance, Meeting March 1, 1948:

H. C. Metzger

J. J. Johnson
Doze Cornell

L. W. Miller
kebert L. Lambert
G. M. Buffett
Stanley D. hogaliner
Jokn E. Fyren
Bernard Thornberg
Charles F. McGovern
G. E. Lewis
Josept F. Benke
D. R. Craig

Jas. F. MeCrory, Jr.
C. B. Sheridan
Jerry Lytle

W. C. Niecoll
John G. Fumisek
J. Kresus

G. F. Cummings
W. L. Cowdrey, Jr.
Theo. C. Jensen
Quentin Eobb
George J. Blank
Herman T. Blank
Hobert W. Auxier
J. S. Coulter

H. Rosenbloom
Henry A. Ball

R. Z. Herr

B. B. HRankin

J. Butts

E. J. Warms

F. E. Tropp

H. J. Kasch

E. J. Meoss

C. E. Wilson

F. J. Zukas

J. A, Fittner
Joserh M. Perrone
Chas. N. Beck

O. H. Wilson
William Craig
George D. Walther
J. B. McCorkle, Jr.
W. E. Hake

R. K. Werle, Jr.
A. T. Nanovie

J. K. Hathawey

L. C. Kahler
Carl Byron

Hiram F. Ball

Ball Chemical Company
American Cyanamid Company
n n "

L " "
n n "

Fittsburgh rlate Glass Co.
Falk and Co.
Thomrson & Co.
Impervious Varnish Co.
0. Hommel Cc.
Varcum Chemical Corp.
Enjay Co., Inec.
Ball Chemical Ce.
U. Hommel Co.
Bradley Faint Engineers, Inc.
Thompson & Co.
L non
Globe Varnish Co.
James B. Sipe Co.

" " " "

Fittsburgh Flate Glass Co.
L L

n "

Union Faint & Vernisk Co.
n n " L "

" " n " "

Westinghouse heseareh laboratories
Thompson & Co.
" " n
The Cleancla Co.
Industrial Faint Co.
Jemes B, Sipe & Co.
Homer D. Butts Co.
Thempson & Co.
Falk & Co.
James B. Sipe & Co.
Schaffer-Moss Chem’cal Co.
E. E. Zimmerman Co.
Benolite Dept., Westinghouse Elec. Corp.
Standard Can Co.
Watson-Standard Co.
The Neville Co.
Industrial Faint Co.
The Neville Co.
Sterling Vernish Co.
5. H. Bell Co.
Carbozite Frotective Coatings, Inc.
The Dicalite Co.
Imperial Faper & Color Corp.
Pruett-Schaffer Chemical Co.
Fittsburgh Flate Glass Co.
Ameriecan Cyanamid Co.
Ball Chemical Co.
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25th Anniversary Program
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Photo—Pittsburgh Club Picnic
June 14, 1946

af

Back Row: First on left—George L. Ball, Jr.; last on right—Mike Herr. Front row;
Fourth from right—Dave Shields; second from right—James McCrory, Jr.

Photo—Pittsburgh Club Picnic
Late 1940’s

Third from right—Herman Kasche
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Photo—Visit of Federation Officers
To Pittsburgh Club
February 4, 1949

Back row—from left: First—Mr. Clark; third—Carlton Rose; fourth—Bob Matlack; fifth—
Herbert Metzger; sixth—Hiram Ball; eighth—Guido Henryi; and ninth—Vernon Bidlack.
Middle row—from left: Second—Bob Auxier; third—George L. Ball, Jr.; seventh—
Carroll Wilson; and eighth—A.T. Nanovic. Front row—from left: second—Stanley
Rogoliner; fourth (in very front) Newel Beckwith; and fifth—Joseph Hathaway
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Anonymous
Hiram P. Ball

Campbell Chemical Company
Chemcentral/Pittsburgh
Chem-Materials Co., Inc.
Chemply

Anna V. Ninness

Dar-Tech, Inc.
James Benduhn

Irving N. Elbling

Etna Products, Inc.
(Specialty Chemical Div.)
Edward Sabo

FBC Chemical Corporation
David Hudac, V.P. Sales

Robert L. Feller

Ruth Johnston-Feller

Lucy G. Fitzgerald

J.M. Gillen Company
William Gogal

Mark A. Harley, Jr.
Tabitha Husted

Carl P. Izzo

David Keck

Kronos, Inc.
Leif Carlson

KTA-Tator, Inc.

Harvey Lipsitz Company
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Sponsors

James Lore
Ray Lyman & Company

Joseph J. Powell
Puritan Paint & Oil Company

Ranbar Technology, Inc.

(D/B/A Ball Chemical Company)
Rheox, Inc.

Craig J. Baudendistel
W.A. Ritz, Marketing

Sauereisen Cements Company
Fred J. Sauereisen

Michael A. Scott

Steel Structures Painting Council

Sterling
Claude S. Phoenix

Mary Carole Storme

Jeffrey Sturm

Richard Trudel
Ray Uhlig

Jerry Ward
Watson Standard Company
Westinghouse Electroc Corporation
(Electrical Materials Div.)

G.L. Bich

N.N. Goldberg

dJ.S. Hudock

R.A. Shutterly

Alan C. Zoller Company



