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P ittsburgh society 
for coat ings technology

http://paintsociety.org/ SEPTEMBER 11, 2017

 psct1927@paintsociety.org

http://paint.org/

TOPIC: Universal Analysis of Wettability and Adhesion

SPEAKER: Art Kasson – Technical Consultant – Krüss USA

LOCATION: WAlnUT GRIll / fOx ChAPEl
 911 freeport Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15238
 412-782-4768 / walnutgroverestaurant.com
TIME: Board Meeting 4:00 pm
 Social hour  5:00 pm
 Presentation / Speaker 6:00 pm
 Dinner / Meeting 7:00 pm

COST:	 $35	with	reservation	•	$40	at	door	•	$15	retired

RESERVATIONS: 
Contact: Dan Bickford 

by SUNDAY, Sept. 10 at

psct1927@paintsociety.org

OR Call: 814-242-6966

OR sign up via PayPal: 

http://paintsociety.org/

ToPic: 
Universal Analysis of Wettability and Adhesion
Wetting and adhesion of materials is governed by their surface free energy (sfe) and its polar 
and non-polar (disperse) components. to optimize painting, coating, or bonding, the sfe is of-
ten increased by pretreatment. several methods for determining surface free energy have been 
evaluated in recent years (including dyne pens and contact angle instruments). this talk will 
focus on the polar and disperse portions of surface free energy that are involved in determining 
good wettability and good adhesion and helping to make relavant measurements on both the 
research and quality control sides of the business.

SPEakER: 
Art Kasson – Technical Consultant – Krüss USA
art Kasson is from bradfordwoods, Pa where he lives with his wife Katie (a geology profes-
sor at allegheny college) and two children, Maggie (5) and Mac (2). he works as a technical 
consultant for Krüss usa, a manufacturer of surface science equipment, and has lived in the 
Pittsburgh area since 2011. Prior to working for Krüss, he spent five years working as a product 
manager for elementar americas, a manufacturer of elemental analyzers and isotope ratio mass 
spectrometers. and before that spent several years in academia in a capacity as a laboratory 
manager and research specialist at both texas a&M university and cornell university. aside from 
work, he is on the environment & Parks advisory committee for bradfordwoods and is on the 
board for the bradfordwoods conservancy.

call foR SPEakERS: We are still looking for speakers for the 2017-2018 year. If you are 
interested in presenting please contact Mark DePasquale at depasquale@ppg.com. 

http://paintsociety.com/
mailto:psct1927@paintsociety.org
walnutgroverestaurant.com
mailto:psct1927@paintsociety.org
http://paintsociety.com/
mailto:depasquale@ppg.com
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PRESidEnTS MESSagE
Dear Psct Members,

i am quite honored to be serv-
ing the Psct as President for 
the 2017-2018 year. last year 
we had over 40 registered 
members and i hope we can 
increase that number this year. 
to help us reach this goal, we 
will be having a membership 
drive. if your membership for 
the 2017-2018 year is paid in 
full by september 30th, you will 

be entered into a drawing for $90. the $90 is in celebration 
of our 90th year. the winner will be drawn at the october 9th 
meeting. attendance to the october meeting is not required 
to win, but as always your support for high meeting atten-
dance is appreciated. 

the annual Psct golf outing will be held on september 7th 
at cedarbrook golf course. i would just like to thank all our 
sponsors and those who will be participating in this great 
event. as everyone knows, this is our primary fundraiser for 
our annual scholarship, so your participation is paramount 
to its success. also, a special thanks to sam Puglisi for or-
ganizing this event for yet another year. your hard work is 
greatly appreciated.

one of the Psct key objectives is to promote undergradu-
ate students through the hiram P. ball Memorial scholarship 
and steM grant. Please read the newsletter throughout the 
year to stay current with any updates regarding the require-
ments for this great scholarship. last year we were able to 
award a total of $7,100 to the winners, so let us keep this 
tradition going. if you are interested in acting as the scholar-

ship chair, or just participating in the scholarship commit-
tee, please contact a member of the board. the only require-
ment for the scholarship committee is that you currently do 
not have a child applying this year.

i am excited to announce that we already have some great 
speakers lined up for the upcoming year, but we do have 
room for a few more. Please consider sharing your expertise, 
or providing us with ideas for speakers and topics that you 
would find interesting. to start off the year, art Kasson of 
KrÜss usa will be presenting at our september meeting on 
“universal analysis of Wettability and adhesion”.

lastly, i’d like to thank our new board members who have 
volunteered to support out 2017-2018 year. those members 
are: Ken cutler (Past President), chris gehly (Vice President-
President elect), cheryl roberts (secretary), Dan bickford 
(treasurer), barb anderson (Director-at-large), Jim Wasik 
(aca liaison), and britney grabigel (Membership chair).

the first meeting this year is scheduled at Walnut grill in fox 
chapel for september 11th. i look forward to seeing you 
there.

Mark DePasquale, Psct President 2017-2018 

MEMBER HigHligHT:
Britney grabigel
britney currently works in the technical services group for Machine 
applied coatings at PPg. she is one of the liaisons between r&D 
and sales. britney is involved in customer support/audits and prod-
uct/substrate testing. she started at PPg as a contract employee in 
the Process technology group and then as a chemist in the archi-
tectural coatings group. britney received her bachelor’s degree in 
chemistry from allegheny college. currently, she is the Membership 
chair for the Psct and very happy to be involved again. 

in her spare time, britney enjoys snowboarding in the winter and 
golfing in the summer. she also enjoys yoga, making crafts, and try-
ing to participate in any outdoor activity that she can find. recently, 
she learned how to fly fish. she also has an avid love of music, mov-
ies, and books, especially those that will become movies.

UPcoMing MEETing daTES
october 9th, 2017

november 13th, 2017

December – tbD

January 8th, 2018

february 12th, 2018

March 12th, 2018

april 16th, 2018

May - tbD
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MEMBERSHiP dRivE
This year will be the 90th Anniversary of the PSCT. our 
society was founded in 1927 as “the Pittsburgh Paint and 
Varnish Production club” and has changed names a few 
times, but our objective of promoting the welfare and educa-
tion of the members through exchange of emerging technol-
ogies has not changed. also, promoting educational schol-
arship to undergraduate students remains a prime objective 
of the Psct. We encourage you to check out our website 
(http://paintsociety.org). the website not only relays informa-
tion about the society and upcoming events, but also offers 
members an easy way to renew their membership (there is 
a $5 convenience charge added to PayPal payments). As 
an added incentive to renew your membership, we are 
going to award $90 to a paid-up member at the Octo-
ber 10th meeting. Please have your dues paid on or before 
september 30th, 2016 to be eligible. unlike the Paint Pot, 
you do not need to be present at the october meeting to 
win the drawing. 

PS: it is time to renew your dues for the 2017 – 2018 mem-
bership year (July 1 – June 30) for the Pittsburgh society for 
coatings technology. 

golf oUTing
our annual golf outing will be held on thursday, september 
7th at cedarbrook golf course. (see below). there is still 
time to sign up or become a corporate sponsor. all proceeds 
will benefit the Psct’s hiram P. ball scholarship. you can 
sign up on our website (http://www.paintsociety.org) or con-
tact sam Puglisi at sepuglisi@atomizedmaterials.net or by 
phone at 412-221-7020. We look forward to seeing every-
one out on the course. 

PainT PoT
We are happy to announce we will be continuing the Paint 
Pot this year. the september drawing will start out at $25. 
in order to be eligible to win, you must be an active mem-
ber and must be present at the meeting when drawn. if the 
drawn member is not present, the pot will roll over to the 
next month. 

WEBSiTE
Please visit http://www.paintsociety.org and view the web-
site, including the current newsletter, President’s message, 
upcoming events and more. Don’t forget you can rsVP and 
pay for the upcoming dinner meeting and events from the 
home page of the website. you can also renew your mem-
bership directly online.

10 am – noon: Registration / driving Range
noon – Shotgun / Scramble 
5 pm – Happy Hour
6 pm – dinner
7 pm – awards / Raffle / door Prizes

PScT golf outing: September 7, 2017

$125 – golf, cart, driving Range, lunch, dinner (per person) 
$150 – Hole Sponsorship (per hole) – advertising on Tees and gPS
$40 – dinner only (per person)

cedarbrook 
golf 
course

conTacT:
SaM PUgliSi

sepuglisi@atomizedmaterials.net 
412-221-7020

http://paintsociety.org
http://www.paintsociety.com
mailto:sepuglisi@atomizedmaterials.net
http://www.paintsociety.org
mailto:sepuglisi@atomizedmaterials.net
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SEPTEMBER 14-15, 2017
The Westin Lombard Yorktown Center

70 Yorktown Shopping Center, Lombard, IL 60148
Coatings Solutions to Improve Your Formulations

ctt is a two-day educational conference designed to pro-
vide chemists, formulators and r&D personnel with the lat-
est coatings research and emerging trends through techni-
cal sessions and intimate networking opportunities with the 
industry’s leading experts and suppliers. our mission is to 
provide you with actionable solutions to improve your for-
mulations and help your company evolve with the changing 
trends in the coatings industry.

http://www.coatingsconference.com/
 

fEBRUaRy 4 - 9, 2018 
45th Annual Waterborne Symposium

Environmentally Friendly Coating Technologies
to administer the preeminent educational/technical forum 
in the united states directed to the science and technol-
ogy of surface coatings and to provide revenue to support 
and advance the school of Polymers and engineering at the 
university of southern Mississippi. sponsored by the school 
of Polymers and high Performance Materials, the university 
of southern Mississippi

https://www.waterbornesymposium.com/ 
astor crowne Plaza louisiana 601-266-4475

waterborne@usm.edu
$121,970 in Undergraduate Scholarships have been awarded from 

Waterborne Proceeds over the last 5 Academic Years. 

UPcoMing aca EvEnTS

The 33rd Biennial Western Coatings 
Symposium and Show

ocToBER 15 – 18, 2017
Paris Las Vegas Hotel and Convention Centre

Las Vegas, Nevada
the Wcs is a conference and trade show serving primarily, 
but not exclusively, Western usa and canada. We aim to 
provide educational and networking opportunities for techni-
cal individuals involved in the development and manufactur-
ing of coatings, their employers, and related venders in the 
coatings industry. our show includes a three-day technical 
program, a two-day tabletop exhibition, and opportunities 
for socializing and networking.

Program: https://westerncoatings.org/full-schedule/
https://westerncoatings.org/

American Coatings SHOW
aPRil 10-12, 2018

American Coatings CONFERENCE
aPRil 9-11, 2018

hosted by the american coatings association, 
in collaboration with Vincentz network

inDiana convention center
100 s. capitol ave. indianapolis, in 46225

the american coatings conference brings industry pro-
fessionals together to expand their knowledge of the latest 
technology trends for the coatings industry. sharpen your 
skills by attending the pre-conference tutorials, gain valuable 
insight during in-depth conference sessions, and network 
with peers at this vital industry event.

http://www.coatingsconference.com
https://www.waterbornesymposium.com
mailto:waterborne@usm.edu
https://westerncoatings.org/full
https://westerncoatings.org
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andy.depage@imcdus.com

lindaw@wolfcontainer.com

aca MEMBERSHiP

coatings science & technology Professionals

http://www.paint.org/about-aca/membership/coatings-science-technology-professional-membership/

aca also offers a special membership category for coatings 
science & technology Professionals, but these benefits are 
available to employees of corporate Member companies at 
no additional cost.

coatings science & technology Professional membership 
provides an opportunity for individuals working in the indus-
try to benefit from member pricing for educational and train-
ing programs, and to have access to science and technol-
ogy publications and events. this category of membership is 
offered for industry consultants, employees of non-member 
companies, and those working in academia.

benefits of coatings science & technology Professional 
membership include:

•	 Subscription	to	print	and	digital	versions	of	
CoatingsTech magazine

•	 Subscription	to	Coatings Today bi-monthly 
e-newsletter

•	 Online	access	to	the	Journal of Coatings Technology 
and Research

•	 Discount	on	registration	fees	for	conferences	and	
webinars

•	 Discount	on	publication	orders

•	 Web	access	to	“members	only”	technical	information

to join aca as a coatings science & technology Profession-
al member or to renew your existing membership, please 
click the link below.

coatings science & technology Professional membership 
is also available free of charge to university-level coatings 
technology students. student membership includes compli-
mentary subscriptions to CoatingsTech magazine, Coat-
ings Today, and the Journal of Coatings Technology and 
Research. click the link below to apply for student member-
ship.

all applications will be reviewed for eligibility. applicants must 
allow three business days for processing before utilizing 
member benefits.

mailto:andy.depage@imcdus.com
mailto:lindaw@wolfcontainer.com
http://www.paint.org/about-aca/membership/coatings
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PScT Membership application and 
dues Renewal form for 2017 - 2018

1. Mailing address:    2. ContaCt inforMation:

name: __________________________________________________

company: _______________________________________________ Work Phone: ____________________________________________

address : _______________________________________________ fax: ____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ toll free: ________________________________________________

city: ____________________________________________________ home Phone:  ___________________________________________

state/Prov: ______________Postal code:  ____________________ email: __________________________________________________

3. PsCt MeMbershiP dues

q Primary full society Membership $40

q secondary full society Membership $40 – Please indicate primary society membership: __________________________________________

q student / educator $10   q retired Members $10

5. PayMent inforMation:  q check payable to Psct

6. signature and date: (required)

signature: _______________________________________________________________________________Date: ___________________________

7. return aPPliCation and CheCk to: Dan bickford, PPg industries
     400 guys run road
 cheswick, Pa 15024 

offiCial use only: 

total amount Due: $____________certified by society Member ______________________________________________Date _______________

paul@wdserviceco.com

mailto:paul@wdserviceco.com
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cmc@chem-materials.com

www.dar-techinc.cometysl@mattrid.com

hlipcans@hotmail.com

PRESIDENT: 
Mark DePasquale
PPG Architectural Coatings
Glass Business and Discovery Center
400 Guys Run Road
Cheswick, PA 15024
412-517-3126
depasquale@ppg.com

VICE-PRESIDENT:
Chris Gehly
Matthews International
101 Fairview Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15238
412-365-2345
cgehly@matw.com

SECRETARY: 
Cheryl Roberts
KTA-Tator, Inc.
115 Technology Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15275
412-788-1300 ext. 209
croberts@kta.com

PSCT OffICERS AND BOARD Of DIRECTORS

steve.alessandro@altana.com

TREASURER: 
Dan Bickford
PPG Architectural Coatings
Glass Business and Discovery Center
400 Guys Run Road
Cheswick, PA 15024
412-517-3114
bickford@ppg.com

DIRECTOR AT LARgE: 
Barb Anderson
Troy Corporation
8 Vreeland Road
Florham Park, NJ 07932
724-468-3125
andersonb@troycorp.com

PAST PRESIDENT: 
Ken Cutler
Kop-Coat, Inc.
3020 William Pitt Way
Pittsburgh, PA 15238
412-826-3311
kcutler@kop-coat.com

REPRESENTATIVE TO ACA SOCIETY 
LIAISON COmmITTEE: 
Jim Wasik 
70 Woodland Farms Rd
Pittsburgh PA 15238
412-967-9541
jawasik@verizon.net

Carol Traister
Distribution support representative

bYK usa inc.

524 South Cherry Street • Wallingford, CT 06492

812-946-1111 www.byk.com

advERTiSEMEnT REMindER
We would like to thank all of the suppliers who have advertised 
with us in the past and hope we can count on your continued 
support. if companies want their advertisement displayed in 
the Psct monthly newsletter, please contact Dan bickford at 
psct1927@paintsociety.org. 

SChOLARShIP COmmITTEE: 
Karen Hollertz
PPG Architectural Coatings
Glass Business and Discovery Center
400 Guys Run Road
Cheswick, PA 15024
hollertz@ppg.com

mEmBERShIP: 
Britney Grabigel
PPG Architectural Coatings
Glass Business and Discovery Center
400 Guys Run Road
Cheswick, PA 15024
412-517-3633
grabigel@ppg.com

gOLf / fUND RAISINg: 
Sam Puglisi
Atomized Materials
412-221-7020
sepuglisi@atomizedmaterials.net

chem-materials.com
www.dar
-techinc.com
mailto:etysl@mattrid.com
mailto:hlipcans@hotmail.com
mailto:depasquale@ppg.com
mailto:cgehly@matw.com
mailto:croberts@kta.com
mailto:steve.alessandro@altana.com
mailto:bickford@ppg.com
mailto:andersonb@troycorp.com
kop-coat.com
mailto:jawasik@verizon.net
www.byk.com
mailto:psct1927@paintsociety.org
mailto:hollertz@ppg.com
mailto:grabigel@ppg.com
mailto:sepuglisi@atomizedmaterials.net



