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In-person: 
Roland’s Seafood Grill
1904 Penn Ave • 15222 
412-261-3401

Board Meeting 4:30-5:30PM

Social Time 5:30-6:00PM

Speaker 6:00-7:00PM

ZOOM option: 
www.zoom.us
Meeting ID: 897 1389 3232

Security Passcode: 625317

Dinner Meeting:
$35 with Reservation 
$40 at Door
$15 Retired

In-Person Reservations by: 
Friday, FEB. 10
psct1927@paintsociety.org 

Virtual ONLY: Free
Even if you are attending remotely, please 
RSVP to psct1927@paintsociety.org

P ittsburgh Society 
for Coat ings Technology

FEBRUARY 13, 2023

official corporate sponsor

Meeting Speaker 
SUBJECT: Architectural VOC
Jerry Powers sits on the American Coatings AIM VOC committee and will provide 
a current update from a global perspective on Architectural VOC. He will also touch 
base on other regulatory changes. Jerry will provide a brief overview of Vibrantz as 
well.

Presented by: Dr Jerry Powers
Vibrantz Technologies
Technical Director Coatings – Americas 

Jerry Powers is the Technical Manager, Color Solutions 
Americas for Vibrantz Technologies headquartered in 
Houston, Texas. Vibrantz Technologies is a leading chemi-
cals and materials company. Jerry has been in the indus-
try for 28 years and managing colorant development for 
liquid coatings since 2015. Color Solutions, a Vibrantz 
division based in northeast Ohio, is the world’s largest in-
dependent producer of colorants for the Architectural and 
Industrial paint markets. Jerry received his undergraduate 

degree in Chemistry from Allegheny College and his Masters of Science in Chemistry 
from Cleveland State University. For more information on this topic please contact 
Jerry at 440-536-9667 or Jerry.Powers@Vibrantz.com

Call for Speakers
Potential opportunities exist for the 2023-24 year to present. If you are interested in 
presenting, please contact Barb Anderson at andersonb@troycorp.com. We have 
already filled up slots for Spring 2023 and have started with Fall 2023. We are also 
interested in getting feedback on incorporating a poster session for students into one 
of our Spring meetings.

www.zoom.us
mailto:psct1927@paintsociety.org
mailto:psct1927@paintsociety.org
mailto:Jerry.Powers@Vibrantz.com
mailto:andersonb@troycorp.com
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Presidents Message

Dear PSCT Members,

Happy February! With Valentine’s 
Day just around the corner, we 
sense love is in the air. Come out 
to Rolands in February and show 
your absolute love for paints and 
coatings at our next scheduled 
speaker series dinner! On Mon-
day February 13th we will host 
Jerry Powers from Vibrantz Tech-

nologies. Jerry will be speaking on Low VOC Globally and 
other Regulations. Since this talk will be so close to Presi-
dent’s Day we would once again like to extend a warm wel-
come to the PSCT former presidents. All former presidents 
can attend the dinner for $15. Please spread the word. The 
talk will begin promptly at 6:00PM. Join us at 5:30 to put in 
your food order and relax for a happy 30. RSVP if you are 
attending in-person.

Thanks go out to Tim Chen from BYK USA who presented 
at our January meeting. Tim spoke about sustainability and 
biobased coatings with some excellent examples of what 
BYK is currently offering. If you’d like a copy of his presen-
tation then you can let me know. It was actually one of the 
best attended dinner events this year. Thank you Tim and 
everyone who joined in-person or remotely.

The application deadline for the Hiram P. Ball Memorial Schol-
arship is March 15, 2023. A scholarship form will be avail-
able at the end of this newsletter or you can access online 
at https://paintsociety.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/
PSCT-scholarship-form-2023.pdf. Applicants must be chil-
dren of active members who meet eligibility requirements 
and have attended 4 PSCT events in 2022-2023 or student 
members who meet eligibility requirements. 

Over the next month we will be making some revisions to 
our by-laws regarding the definition of corporate sponsor-
ship. In order to update the by-laws, those updates must be 
posted to the group and then reviewed and voted on over 
the next meeting. This month we are doing the posting in a 
section below and then will be voting on the changes at this 
month’s meeting. This change was prompted because there 
was no definition of this type of sponsorship in the by-laws.

I would like to remind everyone that membership is still open 
and encourage anyone who is interested in advertising their 
company or sales/business development team to contact 
us and let us know you would like to post your cards or 
advertisement in ¼, ½ or full-page advertisements in our 
monthly newsletter. These advertisements help support the 
operational fund for PSCT. 

We look forward to seeing you all at Rolands on February 
13th!

Best regards, Art Kasson
PSCT President 2022-2023

Website
Please visit http://www.paintsociety.org and view the web-
site, including the current newsletter, President’s message, 
upcoming events and more. Don’t forget to RSVP and pay 
for the upcoming dinner meeting and events from the home 
page of the website. You can also renew your membership 
directly online.

Membership
It is past time to renew your dues for the 2022 – 2023 mem-
bership year (July 1 – June 30) for the Pittsburgh Society for 
Coatings Technology. This year is the 95th Anniversary of the 
PSCT. The PSCT objectives are promoting the welfare and 
education of the members through exchange of emerging 
technologies. Also, promoting educational scholarship to un-
dergraduate students remains a prime objective of the PSCT. 

We encourage you to check out the PSCT website (http://
paintsociety.org). The website not only relays information 
about the Society and upcoming events, but also offers an 
easy way to join or renew a membership. (A $5 convenience 
charge is added to PayPal payments).

Advertise in the PSCT 
Newsletter

We would like to thank all of the companies who advertised 
with us in the past and hope we can count on your continued 
support. Advertisements will continue through the May 2023 
newsletter. We can also do special announcements for one 
or two newsletters (prices vary by size and scope). Please 
contact Andy Meshanko at ameshanko@ppg.com. 

Business Card	 $200	 3.625” wide x 2” high	

Quarter Page	 $300	 3.625” wide x 4.875 high

Half Page	 $500	 7.5” wide x 4.875 high

Full Page	 $750 	 7.5” wide x 10” high

SCHOLARSHIP REQUIREMENT
Sponsoring member must attend at least four meetings or 
PSCT sponsored events either in-person or remotely. Please 
inform the Scholarship Chair of your attendance: scholar-
ship@paintsociety.org.

Upcoming Meetings
March 13: Dar-Tech

April 10: KTA-Tator Open House

Week of May 7: Spring Social Event
Details to be announced

https://paintsociety.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/PSCT-scholarship-form-2023.pdf
https://paintsociety.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/PSCT-scholarship-form-2023.pdf
http://www.paintsociety.org
http://paintsociety.org
http://paintsociety.org
mailto:ameshanko@ppg.com
mailto:scholarship@paintsociety.org
mailto:scholarship@paintsociety.org
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These Bylaw revisions will be voted 
on at the February meeting.

ByLaws Revisions 
(Note – we are posting this to the entire PSCT group 
as directed by our current Bylaws for any revision or 
changes)

Bylaws / Standing Rule – Proposed Addition 
– Corporate Membership

	 Establish a new class of Membership – Corporate. 
Add the following sections to Bylaws

Article II – Membership.

Corporate: Individuals currently employed by a 
sponsoring corporate business, Number of members 
and dues structure determined by Board of Directors 
according to schedule set in the Standing Rules.

Article VII – Dues

D. Corporate

Dues and other benefits established by Board of 
Directors according to schedule set in Standing 
Rules.

Procedures for changing the dues shall follow that for 
amending the Standing Rules.

Addition to Standing Rules.

Article SRII – Membership

D. Corporate Membership:

1. 	 Established to recognize business entities 
contributing to the well-being of the Pittsburgh 
Society of Coatings Technology. Membership 
and benefits are established per the following 
structure:

a. Gold

1. 	 30 Full Memberships to individuals 
employed by sponsoring business. Full 
membership to cease if individual leaves 
employment of business. Business may 
replace Full membership for vacancy.

2. 	 Full page advertisement in the PSCT 
Newsletter

3. 	 Business Logo in Newsletter and on 
Website

b. Silver:

1. 	 20 Full Memberships to individuals 
employed by sponsoring business. Full 
membership to cease if individual leave 
employment of business. Business may 
replace Full membership for vacancy.

2. 	 Half page advertisement in the PSCT 
Newsletter

3. 	 Business Logo in Newsletter and on 
Website

c. Bronze:

1. 	 10 Full Memberships to individuals 
employed by sponsoring business. Full 
membership to cease if individual leave 
employment of business. Business may 
replace Full membership for vacancy.

2. 	 Quarter page advertisement in the PSCT 
Newsletter

3. 	 Business Logo in Newsletter and on 
Website

2. 	 Dues amounts per level to be determined annually 
by the Board of Directors

Thursday, February 2, 2023 FROM 4:30 PM – 6:30 PM 

TOPGOLF: 400 Presto-Sygan Road, Bridgeville, PA 15017
2 Hours of TopGolf are included! Also included are heavy appetizers 
and two drink tickets. If you bring a NEW young professional, we will give 
you an extra drink ticket and enter you into a raffle to win a $100 gift card.

Support the CAP Scholarship Fund!

To register: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cap-topgolf-networking-event-tickets-506696020437

Join the Chemical Association of Pittsburgh for a night of TopGolf & Networking.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cap
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June 26 – 28, 2023
Hyatt Regency Cleveland at the Arcade • Cleveland, OH

Coatings Technologies: Adaptation in a Complex World
https://www.paint.org/aca-events/ctc-2023/

Through a series of specialized lectures from notable industry experts and focused technical sessions, ACA’s 2023 Coat-
ingsTech Conference will offer an unprecedented opportunity for all levels of coatings professionals to participate and learn 
from each other. Embracing the theme, “Coatings Technologies: Adaptation in a Complex World,” reflects current chal-
lenges and trends, from increased bio-sourcing, to supply-chain unpredictability and manufacturing onshoring. The 2023 
conference will feature the industry’s latest science and technology developments, including advance notice on technology-
forcing factors to help the industry set a sustainable trajectory for meeting future market challenges.

Pittsburgh Chemical Day
55th Annual PCD • October 18, 2023

https://pittchemday.com

Securing Your Chemicals – CISA’s CFATS and
ChemLock Programs

Thursday, Feb. 2, 2023 

Formulating Waterborne Direct-to-Metal Coatings
Thursday, Feb. 23, 2023

MEMBERS ONLY WEBINARS
Webinars are free, but member login is required. 

To register: https://www.paint.org/aca-events/webinars/
50th Annual Symposium

February 12 - 17, 2023
https://www.waterbornesymposium.com/

We look forward to being back in New Orleans for a celebra-
tion of our 50th annual International Waterborne, High-Solids 
and Powder Coatings Symposium. If you are interested in 
exhibiting or being a part of the technical program, but are 
unsure about public gatherings in the future, or do not cur-
rently have the budget for events, please reach out to us (we 
are able to work with all budgets). We understand that this 
is a unique and trying time and we want to compile the best 
possible technical content and vendor resources for our an-
nual conference.

https://www.paint.org/aca-events/ctc
https://pittchemday.com
https://www.paint.org/aca-events/webinars
https://www.waterbornesymposium.com
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Two leaders in material protection and 
performance additives have joined forces. 
Troy and Arxada are now one company, 
offering new levels of innovation and value. 
Harnessing the strengths of our legacies, we 
are developing new platforms of performance 
and service for our customers. 

Learn how we are Making Great Chemistry  at 
arxada.com.

From
A Carton 

To A Truckload

5621 BUTLER STREET
PITTSBURGH, PA 15201

PHONE: 412-782-2461
FAX: 412-782-5507

E-MAIL: hlipcans@harveylipsitz.com
harveylipsitz.com

HARVEY LIPSITZ CO.
Steel Containers • Tin Cans • Plastic Pails 

Plastic Bottles • Glass Jars
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2022 - 2023 PSCT Officers
& Board of Directors:

President: Art Kasson
412-389-4977
art.kasson@gmail.com

Vice-President: Melissa Swogger
KTA-Tator
mswogger@kta.com

Secretary: Don Hart
Gillen Company
dhart@gillencompany.com

Treasurer: Andy Meshanko
PPG
724-600-9488
ameshanko@ppg.com

Director at Large: Barb Anderson
Troy Corporation
724-468-3125
andersonb@troycorp.com

Past President: Julia Baur
Covestro
jbaur11991@gmail.com

Representative to ACA Society 
Liaison Committee: 
Mark DePasquale
Matthews International
412-365-2347
mdepasquale@matw.com

Committees:
Membership: Jeff Scherm
Lanxess Corporation
412-809-1038
membership@paintsociety.org

Golf / Fund-Raising: Chris Gehly
Matthews International
events@paintsociety.org

Communication Committee: 
Deb Longhini
communications@paintsociety.org

Scholarship Committee: 
Valerie Sherbondy
KTA Tator
scholarship@paintsociety.org

NOTE: 
If you have anything to 
physically mail to an officer or 
committee member, please 
call or e-mail and an address 
will be provided. 

Email addresses for PSCT Committee Chair positions:

Scholarship: scholarship@paintsociety.org
Membership: membership@paintsociety.org

Communications: communications@paintsociety.org
Events and Golf Outing: events@paintsociety.org

GENERAL: psct1927@paintsociety.org monitored by treasurer

PSCT Membership Application and Dues Renewal Form for 2022 - 2023

Renew or join on-line at: http://paintsociety.com/join/

1. Mailing Address: 		  2. Contact Information:

Name:_______________________________________________________

Company:___________________________________________________ 	 Work Phone:_ ______________________________________________

Address :___________________________________________________ 	F ax:_______________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 	T oll Free:___________________________________________________

City:________________________________________________________ 	H ome Phone: ______________________________________________

State/Prov:_______________Postal Code: ________________________ 	E mail:_ ____________________________________________________

3. PSCT Dues:	 q F ull Society Membership $40	 q S tudent / Educator $10	 q R etired Members $10

4. Payment Information: 	 q C heck payable to PSCT

5. Signature and Date: (Required)

Signature:________________________________________________________________________________Date:____________________________

To mail in membership form and check contact: Andy Meshanko • 724-600-9488 • ameshanko@ppg.com

A Pittsburgh Society of Coating Technologies page has 
been created on Linkedin.com to keep everyone informed of 
events, meetings, and important deadlines reminders just to 
name a few benefits. It will also allow members of group to 
share posts in an effort to help promote and grow our as-
sociation. 

To become a member, please sign into your LinkedIn account 
and search Pittsburgh Society of Coating Technologies, un-
der the group description, click on the join button.

the psct is now LinkedIn 
Please Join us!

Other Societies:
https://mnyca.org/
http://nesct.org/

http://www.ssct.org/default.htm
www.chicagocoatings.org

https://www.clevelandcoatingssociety.org/

mailto:art.kasson@gmail.com
mailto:mswogger@kta.com
mailto:dhart@gillencompany.com
mailto:ameshanko@ppg.com
mailto:andersonb@troycorp.com
mailto:jbaur11991@gmail.com
mailto:mdepasquale@matw.com
mailto:membership@paintsociety.org
mailto:events@paintsociety.org
mailto:communications@paintsociety.org
mailto:scholarship@paintsociety.org
mailto:scholarship@paintsociety.org
mailto:membership@paintsociety.org
mailto:communications@paintsociety.org
mailto:events@paintsociety.org
mailto:psct1927@paintsociety.org
http://paintsociety.com/join
mailto:ameshanko@ppg.com
Linkedin.com
https://mnyca.org
http://nesct.org
http://www.ssct.org/default.htm


Pittsburgh Society for Coatings Technology 
Hiram P. Ball Memorial Scholarship 
APPLICATION DEADLINE: MARCH 15, 2023

All Applicants must meet and complete all requirements outlined below.

PSCT Scholarship Committee has full discretion to reject an incomplete application.

GENERAL INFORMATION
•	 The PSCT Board of Directors will determine the total scholarship money to be awarded each year.

•	 The maximum of each scholarship will be $1500. Scholarships will be awarded equally to students as recommended 
by the Scholarship Committee. 

•	 The Scholarship Committee will consist of five PSCT Members who do not have a child or relative applying for a 
scholarship.

•	 Scholarships are limited to one award per applicant per PSCT member per year.

•	 Applicant may receive the award up to a maximum of four times.

ELIGIBILITY
Scholarship awards are to support undergraduate studies of FULL-TIME students enrolled in an accredited college or 
university seeking an associate or bachelor degree as of December 31, 2022.

Students must maintain a minimum of 12 credits per semester for the 2 previous semesters to be considered full time. 
Students graduating from their senior year of high school are also eligible for the award.

Applicant must be the child of an actively participating PSCT member who is current with dues. The PSCT Member must 
attend at least four (4) PSCT meetings or events a year. 

OR

The applicant may be a Student Member of the PSCT who is current with dues. Student Member applicants must be 
sponsored by an actively participating PSCT member who is also current with dues. The Student Member applicant must 
attend at least four (4) PSCT meetings or events a year. 

SCHOLARSHIP REQUIREMENTS
❑	 Applicants must submit a COMPLETE Hiram P. Ball Memorial Scholarship Application.

❑	 Applicants must include a 200-word minimum essay explaining how their course of study will allow the student to 
reach their professional and educational goals

❑	 Applicants must maintain a 2.75 cumulative GPA (out of 4.0).

❑	 Applicants must submit a full and detailed copy of their transcript. School website transcripts are acceptable.

❑	 Applicants must meet eligibility requirements with regard to enrollment and status at their college or university.

❑	 The sponsoring PSCT member must submit an electronic letter of endorsement confirming the applicant meets all of 
the requirements. 

❑	 New Applicants must also submit 2 (two) Character References who know the student and their goals:

	 • Examples: Teachers, Clergy, Employers, Neighbors/Friends, Professionals (doctors, business people).

	 • References from relatives are not acceptable.

Scholarship and Grant Application Deadline: March 15, 2023. No exceptions.
❑ I agree to the requirements and conditions outlined by the PSCT and have provided a complete application. 

Signature: _______________________________________________________________________Date:___________________________________

Please read and sign all pages.

— page 1 of 3 — Revised 11/22



PSCT Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) 
Grant Requirements

The Pittsburgh Society for Coatings Technology is a technical society to promote the welfare of the coatings Industry. The 
Society is offering an additional Grant to one student who is enrolled in a technical course of study.

Grant Eligibility
•	 Applicant must have declared a major in Science, Technology, Engineering or Mathematics.

•	 Applicant must be entering their Junior or Senior year of college or university.

•	 Applicant must have a GPA of 3.0 or greater in these related courses over the past 12 months (including summer 
school).

• 	 The grant is $500 in addition to the Hiram P. Ball Memorial Scholarship award.

•	 Multiple Grants will be awarded to students who have equal highest GPA in qualifying STEM courses.

Grant Requirements
❑	 Applicant must identify within the transcript courses directly associated with declared major.

❑	 Applicant must also submit a complete application to the Hiram P. Ball Scholarship.

All Applicants must meet and complete all requirements outlined below.

PSCT Scholarship Committee has full discretion to reject an incomplete application.

Scholarship and Grant Application Deadline: March 15, 2023. No exceptions.
❑ I agree to the requirements and conditions outlined by the PSCT and have provided a complete application. 

Signature: _______________________________________________________________________Date:___________________________________

Please read and sign all pages.

Pittsburgh Society for Coatings Technology Hiram P. Ball Memorial Scholarship 

APPLICATION DEADLINE: MARCH 15, 2023

— page 2 of 3 — Revised 11/22



Applications are to be submitted electronically by e-mail to: Scholarship@paintsociety.org

An endorsement e-mail by the Sponsoring PSCT Member(s) must be submitted to: Scholarship@paintsociety.org

PRINT CLEARLY! ILLEGIBLE APPLICATIONS WILL BE REJECTED.

Applicant (student):_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Permanent Address:______________________________________________________________________________________________________

City / State / Zip:_ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone:__________________________________________Email:___________________________________________________________________

PSCT Member Sponsor:___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone:__________________________________________Email:___________________________________________________________________

Present School/University (2022-2023):______________________________________________________________________________________

College/University (2022-2023)_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Official Class Status as of December 31, 2022:

q  Graduating High School Senior	 College: 	 q  Freshman	 q  Sophomore	 q  Junior	

Major Course of Study:____________________________________________________________Cumulative Grade Point Average:___________

q   Science, Technology, Engineering, or Mathematics Grant Applicant	 Major Study GPA (last 12 months):_ _________

FIRST-TIME APPLICANTS: Please submit 2 character references from teachers, clergy, employers, professionals, etc., 
who are familiar with the student’s goals and aspirations. References must be mailed to: Scholarship@paintsociety.org with 
the student’s name in the Subject line.

❑ I agree to the requirements and conditions outlined by the PSCT and have provided a complete application. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________Date:________________________
Student Signature

____________________________________________________________________________________________Date:________________________
PSCT Sponsoring Member Signature

— page 3 of 3 —

All Applicants must meet and complete all requirements.

PSCT Scholarship Committee has full discretion to reject an incomplete application.

Pittsburgh Society for Coatings Technology Hiram P. Ball Memorial Scholarship Application: 2022-2023

PSCT Science, Technology, Engineering Mathematics Grant Application: 2022 - 2023

APPLICATION DEADLINE: MARCH 15, 2023

Revised 11/22


