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P ittsburgh society 
for coat ings technology

APRIL 10, 2023
KTA-TAToR oPen House

official corporate sponsor

KTA-TAToR oPen House 

Kta-tator, inc. (Kta) provides facility owners, architects/engineers, contractors, fab-
ricators, and manufacturers peace of mind that the integrity of steel and concrete 
structures and other assets are properly assessed and protected. Kta’s specialties 
include coatings and corrosion engineering and inspection; steel and concrete fabri-
cation inspection; field and laboratory coatings failure analysis; environmental. health 
and safety consulting; and contract administration for maintenance and corrosion 
activities. in January 2021 Kta moved into their new corporate headquarters located 
a brief drive from their previous location. the two-story structure sits on 18 acres of 
land, of which 9 acres have already been developed for future growth. Kta is proud to 
offer a tour of this new facility particularly the nine laboratories it offers including a new 
climate-controlled calibration laboratory.

KTA-Tator, Inc.
145 Enterprise Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15275

Board Meeting
4:30-5:30 pm

Video Presentation
Dinner / Election
5:30-6:00 pm

Tour of New Corporate Facility 
6:00-6:30 pm

RSVP by: 
March 31, 2023 
psct@paintsociety.org

mailto:psct@paintsociety.org
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PResIdenTs MessAge

Dear PSCT Members,

on Monday, March 13th we 
hosted scott Van remortel, ap-
plications & technology Manager 
at covia in independence, ohio. 
scott’s talk was titled advanced 
filler technology and applica-

tions update from covia for increased Physical Perfor-
mance in Waterborne industrial and solar reflectivity in 
cool coatings. We’d like to thank covia for supporting the 
Psct as they had several people join us in-person at ro-
lands. if you’d like a copy of scott’s talk, please reach out 
to me and we can get you a copy.

on Monday, april 10th we will be moving to an off-site loca-
tion for our monthly meeting. this month we will be meet-
ing at Kta-tator 145 enterprise Dr, Pittsburgh, Pa 15275, 
which is located near the airport. if you are interested in 
joining, we will be starting at 5:30PM. food, drinks and a 
tour of the new building will be included. We ask that you 
rsVP at events@paintsociety.org or pay on-line at www.
Paintsociety.org if you are joining us in-person. this is an 
in-person event so there will be no way to connect virtually 
as we’ve done with our speaker series. We like to extend 
thanks to Kta-tator for hosting us. for more information 
on their company please visit https://kta.com.

the application deadline for the hiram P. ball Memorial 
scholarship was Wednesday, March 15th, 2023. We’d like 
to thank each of the applicants and will be announcing the 
winners of the scholarship after our april board meeting. 
as a reminder for next year, applicants must be children 
of active members who meet eligibility requirements. the 
sponsoring member must have attended 4 Psct events 
in 2023-2024. student members must meet eligibility re-
quirements. 

at our april meeting we will be voting on our next slate of 
officers. if you have an interest in helping to serve the local 
coatings community then this is a great chance to do so. 
let any current officer or board member know immediately 
of your intent. We will be electing Vice President, secre-
tary, treasurer, Director-at-large and aca society liaison 
representative (a 2 year term).

PPg is our first corporate sponsor, so if you work for PPg 
and want to join the Psct for 2023-2024 then please let us 
know. over the next months, we will be sending brochures 
out to employees at PPg who may have an interest in our 
organization.

i would like to remind everyone that membership is still 
open and encourage anyone who is interested in advertis-
ing their company or sales/business development team to 
contact us (psct1927@paintsociety.org) and let us know 

uPcoMIng MeeTIngs
MaY 10, 2023: liberty Magic – lucy Darling in 

inDUlGence
rsVp By april 4 – events@paintsociety.org

payment By april 15 – www.paintsociety.org
see paGe 3 for Details.

President’s Message continued: ☛

oFFIceRs And BoARd oF 
dIRecToRs eLecTIon

as the 2022-2023 year comes to an end we are preparing for 
our 2023-2024 season. We look forward to some eager new 
faces who are looking to join the board of directors or chair 
positions. if interested in an office or committee, please con-
tact Melissa swogger at mswogger@kta.com. election will 
be at the april 10, 2023 meeting.

Nominations Committee Slate of Candidates 

Vice-President: Greg stewart

secretary: Don Hart

treasurer: Jim Wasik

Director-at-large: Barbara anderson

aca society liaison rep. (2 year term): Jeff scherm

nomination will be accepted from the floor at the april 10th 
meeting. nominee must be willing to serve if elected.

you would like to post your business cards or a ¼, ½ or full-
page advertisements in our monthly newsletter. these ad-
vertisements help support the operational fund for Psct. 
any neW membership or advertisement purchased after 
april 1st will be good through the 2023-2024 fiscal year. 

We saved the best for last. Details for our spring social 
event which will take place on Wednesday May 10th at 
liberty Magic. uP-close Magic in an intimate venue, (see 
page 3). We sent a communication on this event earlier 
this week. Knowing if you are interested is important for 
our final headcount which is due april 4th. Please rsVP at 
events@paintsociety.org. Payment is due by april 15th and 
can be paid through the website.

We look forward to seeing you all at Kta-tator on april 10th!

Best regards, art Kasson: psct president 2022-23

cALL FoR sPeAKeRs
Potential opportunities exist for the 2023-24 year to present. if 
you are interested in presenting, please contact barb ander-
son at andersonb@troycorp.com. We have already filled up 
slots for spring 2023 and have started with fall 2023. We are 
also interested in getting feedback on incorporating a poster 
session for students into one of our spring meetings.

mailto:events@paintsociety.org
www.PaintSociety.org
www.PaintSociety.org
https://kta.com
mailto:psct1927@paintsociety.org
mailto:events@paintsociety.org
www.paintsociety.org
mailto:mswogger@kta.com
mailto:events@paintsociety.org
mailto:andersonb@troycorp.com
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PscT May social event at Liberty Magic: 

with Lucy darling in InduLgence

Wed, May 10, 2023 at 7:00PM

The playfully provocative Lucy darling 
is just one character in the arsenal of endlessly 
talented performer, carissa hendrix. her philos-

ophy? “Why be just one fabulous person when you can 
be many fabulous people?” With cleverness, magne-
tism and exceptionally good hair, lucy breaks all expec-
tations in this character driven exploration of magic and 
scintillating banter. her mastery over both subtle sleights 
and powerful visual magic has made lucy the most be-
loved character in stand up magic.

unbelievably hilarious, devastatingly clever, and power-
fully magical, lucy Darling is a rising star and award-win-
ning entertainer featured in the Guiness Book of World 
Records and Ripley’s Believe It or Not. she is the star of 
the super channel documentary Carisa Hendrix: Girl on 
Fire, which tells the true story of the struggle to create 
her las Vegas magic show. she was voted stage Magi-
cian of the year at the Magic castle in 2019. lucy’s cre-
ator, carisa hendrix, is a canada-based touring variety 
artist known first for the character of lucy Darling and 
second for her expertise in fire eating.

run time: 70 minutes 

Wheelchair seating available

cHilD policY: best for ages 18 and up; no one under 12 will 
be admitted. to help determine whether a show is appropriate for 
your child, we encourage you to seek additional information about 
the show. Policies may vary per presenter. 

all patrons attending a performance must have a paid reserva-
tion. anyone disturbing the enjoyment of other patrons may be 
removed from the venue at the discretion of the theater’s manage-
ment. no refund will be given. 

Date: Wednesday, May 10, 2023 • Lobby Act at 7:00 • Show at 7:30

sHoW ticKet price: $45 per person

RSVP to events@paintsociety.org • Payment due by April 15, 2023

pre-show dinner at nearby restaurant to be announced. 

Dinner not included in show ticket price.

 

mailto:events@paintsociety.org
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WeBsITe
Please visit http://www.paintsociety.org and view the web-
site, including the current newsletter, President’s message, 
upcoming events and more. Don’t forget to rsVP and pay 
for the upcoming dinner meeting and events from the home 
page of the website. you can also renew your membership 
directly online.

scHoLARsHIP ReQuIReMenT
the 2023 scholarship deadline has passed. the recipients 
of the scholarship and grant will be announced in May. 
as a reminder for next year, applicants must be children 
of active members who meet eligibility requirements. the 
sponsoring member must have attended 4 Psct events in 
2023-24. student Members must also meet eligibility re-
quirements. 

Pittsburgh ChemiCal Day • 55th annual PCD • October 18, 2023

Our mission is to highlight Pittsburgh 
as a chemical industry center and to 
provide a premier, one-day forum for 

idea sharing and for insight into current 
key issues affecting the chemical 
industry. Our focus is to deliver 

exceptional value to sales, marketing, 
purchasing, and other industry 

professionals.

https://pittchemday.com

MeMBeRsHIP
it is past time to renew your dues for the 2022 – 2023 
membership year (July 1 – June 30) for the Pittsburgh so-
ciety for coatings technology. this year is the 95th anni-
versary of the Psct. the Psct objectives are promoting 
the welfare and education of the members through ex-
change of emerging technologies. also, promoting edu-
cational scholarship to undergraduate students remains a 
prime objective of the Psct. 

new members joining after april 1, 2023 will have their 
membership extended through June 30, 2024.

Visit the Psct website (http://paintsociety.org) for informa-
tion about the society and upcoming events, it also offers 
an easy way to join or renew a membership. (a $5 conve-
nience charge is added to PayPal payments).

AdveRTIse In THe PscT 
neWsLeTTeR

We would like to thank all of the companies who advertised 
with us in the past and hope we can count on your continued 
support. advertisements will continue through the May 2023 
newsletter. We can also do special announcements for one 
or two newsletters (prices vary by size and scope). Please 
contact andy Meshanko at ameshanko@ppg.com. 

Business card $200 3.625” wide x 2” high 

Quarter Page $300 3.625” wide x 4.875 high

Half Page $500 7.5” wide x 4.875 high

Full Page $750  7.5” wide x 10” high

http://www.paintsociety.org
https://pittchemday.com
http://paintsociety.org
mailto:ameshanko@ppg.com
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Pittsburgh Society for Coatings Technology: 7.5” x 10”

Every year, PPG makes communities brighter through efforts like 
our COLORFUL COMMUNITIES® program. This global initiative 
includes PPG volunteers and local nonprofit groups who revitalize 
neighborhoods and make people feel great about where they live.

See how we’re keeping the world beautiful at communities.ppg.com.

For us, making the world a  
more beautiful place starts  
right at home.

The PPG Logo, We protect and beautify the world and Colorful Communities are registered 
trademarks of PPG Industries Ohio, Inc. ©2023 PPG Industries, Inc. All rights reserved.

Colorful Communities_Pittsburgh Society for Coatings Tech_v1 03-15-23.indd   1 3/15/23   12:05 PM



6

Welcome! although the world has returned to a semblance of 
normalcy, the challenges we faced the past several years, in-
cluding supply chain disruptions, shortages of raw materials, 
pressure to address regulatory and environmental concerns, 
etc., have all made it abundantly clear that we must quickly 
adapt. our program will include presentations addressing 
green, biobased and sustainable options in all aspects of 
coating technologies, with novel formulation ideas in the utili-
zation of polymers, resins, pigments, and additives. Presenta-
tions will address ultra-low Voc technologies, as well as the 
analysis and characterization of paint films. take advantage 
of this unique educational opportunity to support your efforts 
in producing the next generation of waterborne and higher 
solids coatings.

John Du, Patcham usa, will teach a short course on “intro-
duction to additives technology” tuesday afternoon for a 
separate fee.

Hyatt Regency Cleveland at the Arcade • Cleveland, OH
https://www.paint.org/aca-events/ctc-2023/

Through a series of specialized lectures from notable industry experts and focused technical sessions, 
ACA’s 2023 CoatingsTech Conference will offer an unprecedented opportunity for all levels of coatings 
professionals to participate and learn from each other. Embracing the theme, “Coatings Technologies: 
Adaptation in a Complex World,” reflects current challenges and trends, from increased bio-sourcing, to 
supply-chain unpredictability and manufacturing onshoring. The 2023 conference will feature the industry’s 
latest science and technology developments, including advance notice on technology-forcing factors to 
help the industry set a sustainable trajectory for meeting future market challenges.

Coatings teChnologies: 

adaptation in a 
Complex World

registration is now open for 

The 66th Annual Sink or Swim 
Technical Symposium 

June 6 – 7, 2023
advances in Coatings technology:

Current trends and implications for the Coatings industry
https://clevelandcoatingssociety.org/event/2023-sink-or-swim/

as always, tuesday afternoon will include an industry table-
top exhibition, were you can meet with various suppliers to 
discuss their product offering. in the evening, get to know 
your fellow attendees and our speakers by joining us for our 
networking social, with great music, heavy hors D’oeuvres 
and refreshments.

if you are a golfer (or not) consider joining us for golf and din-
ner on Monday June 5th, at sleepy hollow golf course, for 
our annual scholarship golf scramble.

https://www.paint.org/aca-events/ctc
https://clevelandcoatingssociety.org/event/2023
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Two leaders in material protection and 
performance additives have joined forces. 
Troy and Arxada are now one company, 
offering new levels of innovation and value. 
Harnessing the strengths of our legacies, we 
are developing new platforms of performance 
and service for our customers. 

Learn how we are Making Great Chemistry  at 
arxada.com.

From
A Carton 

To A Truckload

5621 BUTLER STREET
PITTSBURGH, PA 15201

PHONE: 412-782-2461
FAX: 412-782-5507

E-MAIL: hlipcans@harveylipsitz.com
harveylipsitz.com

HARVEY LIPSITZ CO.
Steel Containers • Tin Cans • Plastic Pails 

Plastic Bottles • Glass Jars
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2022 - 2023 psCt officers
& Board of directors:

President: Art Kasson
412-389-4977
art.kasson@gmail.com

Vice-President: Melissa Swogger
KTA-Tator
mswogger@kta.com

Secretary: Don Hart
Gillen Company
dhart@gillencompany.com

Treasurer: Andy Meshanko
PPG
724-600-9488
ameshanko@ppg.com

Director at Large: Barb Anderson
Troy Corporation
724-468-3125
andersonb@troycorp.com

Past President: Julia Baur
Covestro
jbaur11991@gmail.com

Representative to ACA Society 
Liaison Committee: 
Mark DePasquale
Matthews International
412-365-2347
mdepasquale@matw.com

COmmittees:
Membership: Jeff Scherm
Lanxess Corporation
412-809-1038
membership@paintsociety.org

Golf / Fund-Raising: Chris Gehly
Matthews International
events@paintsociety.org

Communication Committee: 
Deb Longhini
communications@paintsociety.org

Scholarship Committee: 
Valerie Sherbondy
KTA Tator
scholarship@paintsociety.org

NOTE: 
If you have anything to 
physically mail to an officer or 
committee member, please 
call or e-mail and an address 
will be provided. 

Email addresses for PSCT Committee Chair positions:

SCHoLARSHIP: scholarship@paintsociety.org
MeMBeRSHIP: membership@paintsociety.org

CoMMunICATIonS: communications@paintsociety.org
eVenTS AnD GoLF ouTInG: events@paintsociety.org

GeneRAL: psct1927@paintsociety.org monitored by treasurer

PscT Membership Application and dues Renewal Form for 2023 - 2024

renew or join on-line at: http://paintsociety.com/join/

1. MailinG aDDress:   2. contact inforMation:

name: ______________________________________________________

company: __________________________________________________  Work Phone: ______________________________________________

address : __________________________________________________  fax: ______________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________  toll free: __________________________________________________

city: _______________________________________________________  home Phone:  _____________________________________________

state/Prov: ______________Postal code:  _______________________  email: ____________________________________________________

3. psct DUes: q full society Membership $40 q student / educator $10 q retired Members $10

4. paYMent inforMation:  q check payable to Psct

5. siGnatUre anD Date: (required)

signature: _______________________________________________________________________________Date: ___________________________

to mail in membership form and check contact: Andy Meshanko • 724-600-9488 • ameshanko@ppg.com

a Pittsburgh society of coating technologies page has 
been created on linkedin.com to keep everyone informed of 
events, meetings, and important deadlines reminders just to 
name a few benefits. it will also allow members of group to 
share posts in an effort to help promote and grow our as-
sociation. 

to become a member, please sign into your linkedin account 
and search Pittsburgh society of coating technologies, un-
der the group description, click on the join button.

THe PscT Is noW LInKedIn 
PLeAse JoIn us!

oTHeR socIeTIes:
https://mnyca.org/
http://nesct.org/

http://www.ssct.org/default.htm
www.chicagocoatings.org

https://www.clevelandcoatingssociety.org/

mailto:art.kasson@gmail.com
mailto:mswogger@kta.com
mailto:dhart@gillencompany.com
mailto:ameshanko@ppg.com
mailto:andersonb@troycorp.com
mailto:jbaur11991@gmail.com
mailto:mdepasquale@matw.com
mailto:membership@paintsociety.org
mailto:events@paintsociety.org
mailto:communications@paintsociety.org
mailto:scholarship@paintsociety.org
mailto:scholarship@paintsociety.org
mailto:membership@paintsociety.org
mailto:communications@paintsociety.org
mailto:events@paintsociety.org
mailto:psct1927@paintsociety.org
http://paintsociety.com/join
mailto:ameshanko@ppg.com
Linkedin.com
https://mnyca.org
http://nesct.org
http://www.ssct.org/default.htm

