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Congratulations to the 
2024 PSCT Hiram P. Ball Memorial 

Scholarship Recipients

The PiTTsburgh socieTy for coaTings Technology

awards The 2023 - 2024
hiram c. ball memorial scholarshiP 

To

 Valerie Sherbondy – Scholarship Chair
MELISSA SWOGGER – President

May 10, 2024

Shane Jablonski

The PiTTsburgh socieTy for coaTings Technology

awards The 2023 - 2024
hiram c. ball memorial scholarshiP 

To

 Valerie Sherbondy – Scholarship Chair
MELISSA SWOGGER – President

May 10, 2024

Zoe K atres

The PiTTsburgh socieTy for coaTings Technology

awards The 2023 - 2024

science, Technology, engineering 

and MaTheMaTics granT To

 Valerie Sherbondy – Scholarship Chair

MELISSA
 SWOGGER – President

May 10, 2024Autumn Jeaneen Ohl

SEE PAGE 2 FOR SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT BIOS. SEE PAGE 5 FOR THE PSCT GOLF EVENT.

Above L to R: Autumn Ohl, Joey Hefler, Mike Pietrolaj, Amy Pietrolaj, Kim Jablonski, Shane Jablonski
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Shane Jablonski
Shane just finished his sophomore year of studying for a bachelor’s degree in Exercise 
Science at Slippery Rock University on the Pre-Physical Therapy track. At Slippery Rock 
Shane is the president of Rock Run Club and works part time during the school year. Next 
semester, besides those activities, Shane will also be a research assistant for a study on 
collecting data on how a blood flow restriction model affects cardiovascular measures 
during training.

Zoe Katres
Zoe is a rising junior at the University of Colorado Boulder studying environmental engi-
neering. Surrounded by the beautiful creeks and forests of Pennsylvania, she grew a pas-
sion for preserving local wildlife and ecosystems. Integrating this passion into her profes-
sion, she hopes to pursue a career in the remediation of natural waters to better wildlife and 
human health. Besides academics, Zoe is part of the Engineering Honors Program and the 
Society of Environmental Engineers at her university. Next fall, she plans to mentor incom-
ing freshmen in her major and hopes to join research at her university. Outside of college, 
Zoe focuses on spending time with her friends and family. 

Hiram P. Ball Scholarship and STEM Grant

Autumn Ohl
Autumn is about to enter her fourth year as an Aerospace Engineering student at Kent 
State University, also accepted into their five-year master’s program. Throughout Autumn’s 
time at Kent State, she has been actively involved in campus life and academic pursuits. 
Autumn served on multiple committees in her undergraduate student government, aiming 
to contribute to the vibrant campus community. As a co-founder of the Women in Engi-
neering Club, she has worked to create an inclusive environment to support fellow female 
students in the field. Holding various officer positions and currently serving as the presi-
dent of the High-Power Rocket Team, she developed leadership skills while working on 
hands-on aerospace projects. Additionally, her role as a student assistant in the College of 
Aeronautics and Engineering’s Marketing and Communications office and lab spaces has 
provided Autumn with valuable experience in administrative tasks and applying engineer-
ing principles in practical settings.

Over the past few summers, she had the opportunity to gain practical experience through 
internships. At Component Repair Technologies, she worked as a process engineer, learn-
ing about different components of jet engines and their repair processes. Additionally, time 
at Fischer Special Tooling gave her manufacturing and shop skills. This summer, Autumn is 
excited to start research in the Fuel Cell Laboratory, focusing on investigating fuel cells with 
minimal to zero emissions for greener and more sustainable energy systems.

Autumn is grateful for the opportunities Kent State University has provided her, and is ex-
cited about the journey ahead continuing to pursue passions in aerospace engineering and 
strive to make meaningful contributions to the field.
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MEMBERSHIP
The society was founded in 1927 as “The Pittsburgh Paint 
and Varnish Production Club”. The PSCT objectives are pro-
moting the welfare and education of the members through 
exchange of emerging technologies. Also, promoting educa-
tional scholarship to undergraduate students remains a prime 
objective of the PSCT. This year will be the 97th Anniversary 
of the PSCT. 

Join or Renew: www.paintsociety.org. Members can Join or 
renew your dues for the 2024 – 2025 membership year (July 
1 – June 30) for the Pittsburgh Society for Coatings Technol-
ogy (PSCT). MEMBER DUES ARE DUE NOW!

New members joining the PSCT in June, will automatically be 
extended into the 2024-2025 Membership Year. 

 

CALL FOR SPEAKERS
Potential opportunities exist for presentations at the 2024-25 
meetings. If you are interested in presenting, please contact 
Barb Anderson: barbara.anderson@arxada.com

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE

Dear PSCT Members,
Wow, it seems like this season has 
flown by! On April 8th, we had our last 
regular monthly meeting for the 2023-
2024 season at Covestro, LLC. Dur-
ing this meeting, the PSCT member-
ship present elected the new Officers 

and Board of Directors for 2024-2025. After a presentation 
about Covestro, the membership toured the Covestro facility 
and laboratories. 

On May 10th, PSCT had its annual Spring social event. This 
year it was held at The Roberto Clement Museum. It was a 
wonderful tour with a lot of information about Roberto and 
his life. During the event Scholarships were presented to this 
year’s recipients. 

I would like to thank this year’s Board and Committee mem-
bers for making this year a success for all the hard work. I 
would also like to welcome all the new Board member’s com-
ing onboard for the 2024-2025 year. I look forward to seeing 
everyone next year!

Melissa Swogger, PSCT President 2023-2024 

SCHOLARSHIP REQUIREMENT
Applicants must be children of active members who meet 
eligibility requirements. The sponsoring member must 
have attended at least FOUR PSCT MEETINGS or events 
in 2024-25. Student Members must also meet eligibility re-
quirements. 

WEBSITE
Please visit http://www.paintsociety.org to get more up-to-
date PSCT information including the current newsletter, Presi-
dent’s message, upcoming events and more. On the Home 
Page, you can RSVP and pay for the upcoming dinner meet-
ing and events. New membership and renewals can also be 
paid directly online.

ADVERTISE IN THE PSCT 
NEWSLETTER

We would like to thank all of the suppliers who have adver-
tised with us in the past and hope we can count on your 
continued support. If companies want their advertisement 
displayed in the PSCT monthly newsletter, please contact Jim 
Wasik, Treasurer, psct1927@paintsociety.org.

Advertisements will begin with the September newsletter and 
continue through the May 2025 newsletter. We can also do 
special announcements for one or two newsletters (prices 
vary by size and scope). 

AD RATES
Business Card $200 3.625" wide x 2" high 
Quarter Page $300 3.625" wide x 4.875" high
Half Page $500 7.5" wide x 4.875" high
Full Page $750  7.5" wide x 10" high
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PSCT – May Family Event
The Clemente Museum Tour 

21 PSCT MEMBERS, Family and Friends turned 
out on a beautiful Friday evening to attend the 

PSCT May Family Event. Tour Guide did a wonder-
ful job talking about the history of how the museum 
came about as a historic firehouse that was in great 
disrepair. He was very well versed in Clemente’s life 
inside and outside of baseball. 

Personally, being a huge fan of Roberto, I was en-
thralled with all of the memorabilia and items that his 
family had provided to the museum. Not only was 
Clemente, #21, one of the greatest baseball players 
of all time, he was also a great humanitarian and it 
is what eventually cost him his life. Clemente also 
spent a short stint in the Marine Reserves until a 
Senator got him early release to play baseball. 

His life was cut short on December 31, 1972 while 
attempting to take supplies to Nicaragua after a 

devastating earthquake. His plane barely got off of 
the runway before crashing into the ocean, his body 
was never found. He ended his career getting his 
3,000 hit late in that season. The Baseball Writers 
Association of America had a special election and 
waived the Hall of Fame requirements and allowed 
Roberto to be inducted in 1973. The museum is 
very well done and I would recommend that anyone 
who is a baseball fan to check it out.

Scholarship recipients Autumn Ohl, Shane 
Jablonski and their families joined us for the tour 
and Scholarship presentations. Zoe Katres was 
traveling back to Pittsburgh and was not able to at-
tend. Congratulations to these students.

Our apologies to any mix-up in the after-tour dining 
experience.

— Greg Stewart
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september 12, 2024 • birdsfoot Golf Course
11AM Foursome Scramble • Shot-Gun Start

2024 GOLF OUTING
proCeeds benefit the psCt sCholarship fund

pittsburGh soCiety for CoatinGs teChnoloGy

$160 / golfer • $85 / retired golfer • $40 / dinner only
Hole Sponsorship: $175 • Mulligans • door Prizes & raffle

golf CHair: John d’amico • events@paintsociety.org • 412-352-6013
reservations: events@paintsociety.org • Payment: paintsociety.org

BirdSfoot golf 
225 Furnace Run Road

Freeport, PA 16229
877.295.3656 

www.birdsfoot.com

inCludes:
Bag Drop Service ! Range Balls ! Bagpiper to Start the Event 

Sponsor Signage ! Skill Prizes ! Lunch: Hot Dog, Chips, Beverage 
Beverage Service: Soda, Water, Beer ! Banquet Dinner, Raffle, Awards

Sponsors receive a 
FREE business card 
size ad in two PSCT 

Newsletters

to donate door PrizeS 
ContaCt golf CHair

5
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FEATURING 2024 COLOR TRENDS
This palette focuses on looking inward to create a deeper, more holistically connected relationship with oneself.

Consumers of all ages are putting their mental, emotional and social well-being at the forefront.

TO LEARN MORE AND VISUALIZE  
THESE COLORS, SCAN THIS QR CODE

© 2024 PPG Industries, Inc. All Rights Reserved. The PPG Logo is a registered trademark of PPG Industries Ohio, Inc.  PG_1380669   02/24

 

SWEET SPICEBERRY
PPG1059-7

SUBDUED 
PPG1015-4

TAMPICO BROWN
PPG16-23

CAJUN SPICE
PPG1191-6

JAM SESSION
PPG1172-3

CRAFTSMAN GOLD
PPG1092-4

AQUAMARINE DREAM 
PPG1135-4

FOCUS
PPG1008-1

CABIN FEVER
PPG1021-7

NIGHT RENDEZVOUS
PPG1037-5

PERSUASION
PPG1077-3

BLUSH BEIGE
PPG1070-2

LIMITLESS 
PPG1091-3

Color of 
the Year
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PLASTIC/STEEL/FIBER DRUMS & TOTES
TINPLATE & PLASTIC CANS

PLASTIC & STEEL PAILS
BOTTLES, JARS, CAPS & ACCESSORIES

1-800-700-5900
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Two leaders in material protection and 
performance additives have joined forces. 
Troy and Arxada are now one company, 
o!ering new levels of innovation and value. 
Harnessing the strengths of our legacies, we 
are developing new pla"orms of performance 
and service for our customers. 

Learn how we are Making Great Chemistry  at 
arxada.com.
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2024 - 2025 PSCT Officers
& Board of Directors:
President: Greg Stewart
Shore Corporation
gstewart@shorecorporation.com

Vice-President: Kim Jablonski
PPG
kjablonski@ppg.com 

Secretary: Don Hart
Atomized Materials, Inc.
donhart1066@gmail.com

Treasurer: Jim Wasik
412-967-9541
PSCT1927@paintsociety.org

Director at Large: Barb Anderson
Troy Corporation/Arxada
724-468-3125
barbara.anderson@arxada.com 

Past President: Melissa Swogger
Covestro
melissaswogger97@gmail.com

Rep. to ACA Society Liaison 
Committee: Jeff Scherm
Lanxess Corporation
412-809-1038
jeffrey.scherm@lanxess.com

COMMITTEES:
Membership: Mark DePasquale
Matthews Marking Systems
412-365-2347
mdepasquale@matw.com 
membership@paintsociety.org

Golf / Fund-Raising / Events: 
John D’Amico
events@paintsociety.org

Communication: Deb Longhini
communications@paintsociety.org

Scholarship: Valerie Sherbondy
KTA Tator
scholarship@paintsociety.org

NOTE: 
If you have anything to 
physically mail to an officer or 
committee member, please 
call or e-mail and an address 
will be provided. 

OTHER SOCIETIES:
https://mnyca.org/

http://nesct.org/

http://www.ssct.org/default.htm

www.chicagocoatings.org

https://www.clevelandcoatingssociety.org/

PSCT MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION AND DUES RENEWAL FORM
" INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP " CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP

MAILING ADDRESS/ CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Company: _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address : _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________________State: __________Zip:  ____________________________

Work Phone: ________________________________________Mobile: _____________________________________________

Email: __________________________________________________________________________________________________

PSCT MEMBERSHIP DUES

" Full Society Membership $40 " Student / Educator $10   " Retired Members $10

PAYMENT INFORMATION:  " Check payable to PSCT. Amount enclosed: $ __________________

SIGNATURE AND DATE: (Required)

Signature: _______________________________________________________________________________Date: ___________________________

RETURN APPLICATION & CHECK TO: Mark DePasquale, Matthews Marking Systems
 3159 Unionville Road, Suite 500
 Cranberry Twp, PA 16066
	 412-365-2347	•	membership@paintsociety.org

OFFICIAL USE ONLY:

Certified by Society Membership ________________________________________________________________________Date _______________


